
Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam  

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, full name Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, was a prominent 

Indian scientist, aerospace engineer, and politician who served as the 11th President of India 

from 2002 to 2007. Widely known as the "People's President" and the "Missile Man of 

India," Dr. Kalam played a pivotal role in India's space and missile development programs. 

His contributions to science, technology, and national development earned him immense 

respect and admiration both in India and globally. Here's a detailed look at his life, 

achievements, and legacy. 
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Early Life and Education 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was born on October 15, 1931, in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, India, to 

a Tamil Muslim family. His father, Jainulabdeen, was a boat owner and imam of a local 

mosque, while his mother, Ashiamma, was a housewife. Despite humble beginnings, Kalam 

was a bright and curious child with a keen interest in science and mathematics. 

Kalam graduated from Schwartz Higher Secondary School in Ramanathapuram and then 

enrolled at St. Joseph's College, Tiruchirappalli, to study physics. He later moved to Madras 

(now Chennai) to study aerospace engineering at the Madras Institute of Technology (MIT), 

where he graduated in 1958. His education laid the foundation for his future contributions to 

India's space and defense programs. 

Early Career and Contributions to Defense Research 

DRDO and Missile Development 

After completing his education, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam joined the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) in 1958 as a scientist. His initial work focused on 

developing indigenous guided missiles, including the pioneering SLV (Satellite Launch 

Vehicle) program. Kalam's leadership and technical expertise were instrumental in the 

successful development of India's first indigenous satellite launch vehicle, which launched 

the Rohini satellite into space in 1980. 



Contribution to Pokhran-II Nuclear Tests 

In the 1990s, Kalam played a crucial role as the Chief Project Coordinator for India's 

Pokhran-II nuclear tests, which demonstrated India's nuclear capabilities. His expertise in 

missile technology and strategic planning contributed significantly to the success of the tests 

and reinforced India's defense capabilities. 

Role in ISRO and Space Exploration 

ISRO and Satellite Launches 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam also collaborated closely with the Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) on various satellite launch missions. He supported the development of satellite 

technology and strategic partnerships with other countries for space exploration. Kalam's 

vision for space research emphasized the peaceful use of space technology for national 

development and international cooperation. 
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Vision 2020 

During his tenure as President of India, Kalam proposed a vision for transforming India into a 

developed nation by the year 2020. Known as "Vision 2020," his plan focused on areas such 

as agriculture, education, healthcare, information technology, and infrastructure development. 

Kalam advocated for empowering youth, promoting innovation and entrepreneurship, and 

leveraging technology for inclusive growth. 

Presidency and People's President 

Election as President of India 

In 2002, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was elected as the 11th President of India, succeeding K. R. 

Narayanan. He was the third President to have been honored with the Bharat Ratna, India's 

highest civilian award, before becoming President. Kalam's presidency was marked by his 

humility, accessibility, and dedication to serving the people of India. 



Connect with Youth and Education 

Throughout his presidency, Kalam maintained a strong connection with youth and students, 

often visiting educational institutions to interact with students and inspire them to pursue 

science and innovation. He believed in the power of education and knowledge to transform 

society and empower future generations. 

Literary Works and Inspirational Leadership 

Books and Lectures 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was also an author and motivational speaker, known for his 

inspirational lectures and writings on leadership, science, and spirituality. He authored 

several books, including "Wings of Fire," an autobiography that chronicles his life journey 

and experiences in the field of science and technology. His books continue to inspire millions 

of readers, particularly youth aspiring to make a difference in society. 

Values and Philosophy 

Kalam's leadership was guided by principles of integrity, humility, and dedication to public 

service. He believed in the importance of ethical governance, national unity, and social 

justice. Kalam's speeches often emphasized the values of hard work, perseverance, and 

innovation as essential qualities for personal and national development. 

Legacy and Impact 

Popularity and Global Recognition 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam was widely admired for his simplicity, humility, and visionary 

leadership. He received numerous awards and honors, both in India and internationally, for 

his contributions to science, education, and public service. Kalam's popularity extended 

beyond political boundaries, making him a global ambassador for peace, science, and 

humanitarian values. 

Role Model and Inspiration 

Even after his presidency, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam continued to be a role model and inspiration 

for millions of people, especially youth and students. His life and achievements exemplify the 

potential of individuals to create positive change through knowledge, innovation, and 

perseverance. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam's life was a testament to the transformative power of 

science, education, and leadership. His contributions to India's defense and space programs, 

as well as his vision for national development, have left an indelible mark on the country's 

history and progress. Kalam's legacy as the "Missile Man of India" and the "People's 

President" continues to inspire generations of scientists, students, and leaders worldwide. His 

commitment to serving humanity and promoting peace through scientific advancements 

remains a guiding light for aspiring innovators and visionaries across the globe. 



 


