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Report 

Government Science College, Vankal, in association with the Gujarat Police, organized a 

one-day seminar titled "Navigating Change: Understanding India's New Criminal Laws." The 

seminar aimed to educate and inform students, faculty, and local citizens about the significant 

changes in India's criminal laws. The event was a great success, bringing together legal 

experts and law enforcement officers to share their insights on this important subject. 

The seminar commenced with the traditional lamp-lighting ceremony, symbolizing the 

dispelling of ignorance through knowledge. The lamp was lit by the dignitaries present, 

including the Chief Guest, Head Constable Mr. Anandbhai Chaudhari, Dr. Anil Kumar Singh 

(Head of the Microbiology Department), and other esteemed faculty members. This ritual set 

the tone for the enlightening discussions that were to follow. 

  

The guests, which included persons from rural police, home guards and members of traffic 

police and traffic brigade, were warmly welcomed with flowers as a token of respect and 

appreciation. Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, who coordinated the event along with Dr. Yogesh 

Chaudhari, personally extended the welcome, expressing gratitude to the Gujarat Police for 

their collaboration in this educational initiative. 



 

Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, in his introduction speech, highlighted the significance of 

understanding the new criminal laws in India. He emphasized that these changes are crucial 

not only for law enforcement professionals but also for the general public, as they have far-

reaching implications for justice and legal processes in the country. Dr. Singh also praised the 

efforts of the Gujarat Police in working towards a safer and more just society, underscoring 

the importance of such seminars in raising awareness and fostering community engagement. 

The keynote address was delivered by Head Constable Mr. Anandbhai Chaudhari, who 

provided an in-depth overview of India's new criminal laws. He explained that these new 

laws are part of a broader reform aimed at modernizing the country's legal framework and 

ensuring that it meets the needs of contemporary society. 

  

 

Mr. Chaudhari detailed the three major laws that have been passed, which replace the older 

colonial-era laws: 

1. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023: This law replaces the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 

1860. It introduces several new offenses and redefines some existing ones, with an 

emphasis on protecting women, children, and the vulnerable sections of society. 



2. The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023: Replacing the Code of Criminal 

Procedure (CrPC), 1973, this law aims to streamline and expedite criminal 

investigations and trials, ensuring quicker justice delivery. It also introduces measures 

to protect the rights of the accused while balancing them with the needs of victims. 

3. The Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023: This new law replaces the Indian 

Evidence Act, 1872. It updates the rules of evidence to reflect modern technological 

advancements and addresses issues related to digital evidence, witness protection, and 

the admissibility of evidence in courts. 

Highlights of the New Criminal Laws 

Mr. Chaudhari highlighted several key features of these new laws: 

 Emphasis on Women and Child Protection: The laws introduce harsher penalties 

for crimes against women and children, including stricter provisions for sexual 

offenses. 

 Digital Evidence: The new laws recognize and provide guidelines for the use of 

digital evidence in criminal trials, acknowledging the increasing importance of 

technology in modern society. 

 Simplification of Legal Procedures: By simplifying and updating the procedures, 

the laws aim to reduce delays in the legal process, ensuring that justice is served more 

efficiently. 

 Rights of the Accused: While focusing on victim protection, the new laws also 

ensure that the rights of the accused are safeguarded, promoting a balanced approach 

to justice. 

The seminar concluded with a vote of thanks from the coordinator, Dr. Anil Kumar Singh, 

who expressed their appreciation to all participants and guests for their engagement and 

contributions. The event ended on a patriotic note with the singing of the National Anthem, 

bringing the day's proceedings to a close. 

Outcomes of the event: 

 Increased Legal Awareness: Participants gained a clear understanding of India's new 

criminal laws and their implications. 

 Enhanced Public Knowledge: The seminar educated the community on the 

significance of modernizing legal frameworks. 

 Empowered Students and Faculty: Attendees, particularly students, were 

empowered with knowledge about legal rights and protections. 



 Strengthened Law Enforcement Collaboration: The event fostered collaboration 

between the college and the Gujarat Police, enhancing community relations. 

 Highlighted Importance of Legal Reforms: The seminar underscored the need for 

continuous legal reforms to address contemporary issues. 

 Encouraged Civic Responsibility: Participants were encouraged to be more aware 

and responsible citizens in the context of the new laws. 

 Promoted Community Engagement: The event highlighted the role of educational 

institutions in promoting legal literacy and civic engagement. 

This seminar was a valuable opportunity for the attendees to gain a better understanding of 

the recent changes in India's criminal laws, and it underscored the importance of staying 

informed about legal developments that impact society at large. 
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